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These devotionals were written by the faith community of Holy Spirit 
Lutheran Church. May your Lenten journey be blessed by the 
devotional offerings included in this booklet. 

Although each writer may reflect on only one or two verses, 
devotions are based on the entire Scripture passage, which is noted 
in the top right corner of each page. To gain the most understanding 
of the context of the writer’s comments you are encouraged to read 
the entire passage (or the entire chapter) during your devotional 
time. The Bible translation, or paraphrase, used by the writer follows 
the annotated Scripture verses used for the writing. Abbreviations 
are listed below. 

  Bible Translation Abbreviations: 
CEV  Contemporary English Version 
CSB  Christian Standard Bible 
ERV  Easy-to-Read Version 
ESV  English Standard Version 
HCSB Holman Christian Standard Bible 
KJV  King James Version 
NCV  New Century Version 
NASV New American Standard Version 
NIV  New International Version 
NIrV  New International Reader’s Version 
NLT  New Living Translation 
NKJV New King James Version 
NRSV New Revised Standard Version 
RSV  Revised Standard Version 
TNIV  Today’s New International Version 
VOICE The Voice 

  Bible Paraphrase Abbreviations: 
GNT  Good News Translation 
LB  Living Bible 
MSG  The Message (Eugene Peterson) 



WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Regular Weekend Worship Services:  
Saturday 5:30pm  Traditional Worship 
Sunday 8:30am  Contemporary Worship 
Sunday 10:30am  Traditional Worship 

Education Hour   Sunday 9:40am (ages 4 through adult) 

Childcare is available for Sunday services. 

Lenten and Holy Week Worship Schedule: 

Ash Wednesday  February 14 1:00pm and 7:00pm 

Midweek Lenten Service 
Wednesday  February 21 6:45pm 
    February 28 6:45pm 
    March 7  6:45pm 
    March 14  6:45pm 
    March 21  6:45pm 

Share in a Lenten Soup and Bread Supper from 5:30pm to 6:30pm 

Maundy Thursday  March 29  7:00pm 

Good Friday   March 30  7:00pm 

Easter Vigil Service  March 31  5:30pm 
The Easter Vigil Party follows the Easter Vigil Service.  

Join the celebration in the Fellowship Hall! 

Easter Celebration  April 1  8:30 and 10:30am 
(there is no Education Hour on Easter) 

Youth & Family Ministry will serve breakfast Easter morning  
from 8:00am—11:00am.  



Wednesday, February 14       Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
The Demand on a Christian 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust  consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also. (vv. 19-21) NRSV  

 In this text, Jesus instructs the disciples what the heart of a Christian 
truly looks like. Jesus is revealing to his followers the demand that squarely 
falls on all those who are going to faithfully follow God.  Jesus does this by 
connecting Spiritual Disciplines such as prayer, fasting and giving alms to 
what it means to have a righteous heart. For Jesus, there is a right way and 
wrong way in which we practice our faith; there is a just way and an unjust 
way in which we journey in our faith. It all begins with an honest heart.   

 In the three different spiritual practices in this reading, Jesus sets the 
righteous against the unrighteous. He names the unrighteous heart by using 
the word “hypocrite.”  Often times we think of someone who is a hypocrite 
as a person who says one thing and then does another. And certainly this is a 
betrayal and sinful. However, there is a deeper problem that Christ is getting 
at here. The problem of the “mask” or the problem of the “actor.” This 
problem is deeply embedded in our thinking today, and the heart of Ash 
Wednesday demands we address it. The problem of the mask or actor, is that 
as human beings we are awfully good at putting up an act, or holding a pose.  
We are taught on some levels, to “fake it till we make it.” We revere people 
who look like they have it all together, to the point that we actually don’t 
care if they have it all together as long as they look like it. We admire those 
who do not complain or share their struggles with others; we call those 
people “strong.”   

 But Jesus is after a different kind of strong for his followers. Jesus is 
looking for true hearts. After all, if we are called to serve the world in all of 
its glory and suffering, shouldn’t we be prepared to face and venture into 
anything? If God’s saving grace for today, through Jesus Christ, given to us in 
the Holy Spirit, is actually trying to redeem the world, won’t we have to go 
into everything the world has to offer so that it might be known?  Jesus 
knows our greatest power will be found in how we face our deepest 
struggles in life. And the hardest struggle for humanity?  To bare one’s true 
heart, to be honest with it all, and to submit to God all that we are and 
have. To be laid bare.  Is the world seeing your true heart?   

Gracious God, give us the courage to bare our true hearts to you and to 
our neighbor, that our lives may be the place which stir others to belief.  
Amen. 

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 



Thursday, February 15             Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

…Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow 
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love…” (v. 13)  NRSV 

 He loves me!  He loves me!  He loves me!  Sounds like a young 
girl and her first crush.  Remember how exciting it was during that 
time?  No more doubts, no more questions.  He loves me!  But oft 
times first crushes are fleeting and end in sadness. 

 God loves us in a different way.  He loved us before we were 
born and loves us enough to want us to be with him for eternity.  He 
wants the best for us.  All we need to do is to turn to him.    

 God loves us like a parent.  I especially like the “slow to anger” 
part.  Who would want a parent with a hair-trigger temper?  I can re-
call several times when I was happy God had patience with me.  I can 
almost feel his hand on my shoulder saying, “Faye, Faye, Faye!” 

 The words of the Gospel Acclamation we sing during Lent re-
flects the ideas of these Bible verses.  Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.  I am reminded 
every time I sing it that God wants me in his fold.  God is patient 
with me.  God loves ME!!! 

 The world is full of troubles and disasters.  We can’t “do” life 
without him.  God is “merciful” and compassionate, and will take us 
back.  Run to him!! 

Loving and gracious God, I’m so grateful you love me no matter 
what I do.  Guide me as I strive to be more like you.  Amen. 

Faye Bastarache 



Friday, February 16                    Psalm 51:1-17 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  
(v. 1) NRSV  

 I was 13 when I was baptized and marked with the cross of 
Christ and sealed by the Spirit. Every time I witness a baptism I 
remember my own baptism and I am in awe of how God uses water 
and the Word to wash us clean and make us new. I am incredibly 
grateful that in Jesus’ death on the cross God’s mercy and steadfast 
love blotted out my transgressions. Every day, I experience God’s 
mercy and grace anew. Yet, sometimes I wonder if I truly grasp the 
depth, breadth, vastness or magnitude of God’s love—God’s steadfast 
love. God’s immovable love. 

 Our human understanding of love is so limited and often 
conditional. We may not consciously put limits on our love but if we 
are honest, we do. We love when we “know” someone.  We love until 
we disagree with someone’s behavior or their opinion. We love until 
someone disagrees with our behavior or opinion. We love until we are 
disappointed. We love until we are hurt.  We love until we aren’t 
loved back.  

 God doesn’t love us when. God doesn’t love us until. God loves. 

 In John 13:34, as Jesus prepares to leave this earth, he tells his 
disciples, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.” 

 Jesus calls us to love just as we have been loved, with an 
immovable love.  

Loving God, open our hearts to love others as we have been loved. 
Open our lips to share your steadfast love and mercy found in 
Jesus Christ. Use us to reflect your mercy, grace, and love to all 
people. Amen. 

Devra Betts  



Saturday, February 17                              2 Corinthians 5:20b- 6:10 

We give no offense in anything that our ministry may not be 
blamed. But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of God: 
in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, (vv. 6:3-4)  NKJV 

 The Apostle Paul refers to us as ambassadors for Christ in verse 
20 of Chapter 5. On January 14, in the Sunday morning Bible Study 
the lesson from "Believe" by Randy Frazee addressed this very issue.  
We are implored, on Christ's behalf, to be reconciled to God.  We are 
to work together, NOW, to continue the ministry of Christ, to be 
patient in spite of any distresses, needs, long-suffering, or the like.   

 We are to do this work with purity, with kindness, with love, by 
the Holy Spirit-through the power of God. The group discussion 
centered around  these questions: “What can we do to be God's 
ambassadors to the world?” and “In what ways can we share our faith 
with others to fulfill God's purposes?”   We discussed different ways 
we can and do share our faith and the barriers we find when those 
opportunities do present themselves.   

 The Bible Dictionary defines reconciliation as "arising out of God 
through Christ to man, so that not only may the barriers to fellowship 
existing in sinful man be removed, but the positive basis for 
fellowship may be established through the   righteousness of Christ 
imputed to man."  Reconciliation is God exercising grace toward man 
through the redemptive work of Christ.  The work we have been 
given, to share God's Word with the world, can be accomplished 
through our experiences, our relationships, our service: at our jobs, 
in our neighborhoods, and in the community at large.  

 We need to be open to the opportunities that present 
themselves, and seek God's guidance in sharing our faith. I have been 
blessed to be able to share with trauma victims in my work with 
domestic violence, at a local non-profit organization.  Spiritual 
healing is as vital to them, and all people, as physical, mental, and 
emotional healing. 

Dear Heavenly Father, help me to be open and ready for the 
opportunities placed before me, to share my faith.  Thank you for 
your guidance, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Sandy Hughes 



Sunday, February 18                                     Mark 1:9-15 

Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being 
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice 
came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am 
well pleased.”  At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, 
and he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. He 
was with the wild animals, and angels attended him. (vv. 10-13) NIV 

 Do you remember your first year of college? Did you move away?  
I moved about ninety miles from home for college - a long enough 
drive to be away, but close enough to home in case I needed Mom, 
Dad or anything else I missed. 

 I remember the move-in day pretty clearly. I took EVERYTHING I 
thought I needed - and my Mom and Dad spent what seemed all day 
moving EVERYTHING up four flights of stairs. When my parents left 
me that first day they made sure to leave me with my favorite snacks 
so I didn’t miss home as much….Oreos, Cheddar Goldfish and Pepsi. 
Not only had my parents equipped me with snacks, but with 18 years 
of ‘training’ - preparing me for life. Every time that I came home for 
visits, holidays, etc. my parents always made sure I had everything I 
needed - whether it was talks of encouragement, snacks, etc; I had 
everything that I needed before I headed off back to school. 

 I love the story of the Holy Spirit descending to Jesus like a dove
—the simple sending of perfect and amazing love to Jesus — and to us 
all. The Holy Spirit then sent him into the wilderness for forty days, 
but Jesus was perfectly equipped as the Son of God, with the Holy 
Spirit and his Father—Three in one.  Not to mention the wild animals 
and angels tending to him. If God is for us, who can be against us?  
Satan never had a chance! 

 Holy Spirit, Gracious Father, and Jesus, thank you for coming  
to us and preparing us for our lives. Thank you for loving us, 
protecting us, guiding us and teaching us. Help us open our eyes, 
ears and hearts as we walk through this wilderness of life, to hear 
you, to see you and know you are with us for every step and every 
heartbeat. Help us help the hearts of those that need to meet you 
and know your love. In Jesus’ name. Amen.   

Michele Anderson 



Monday, February 19                         Genesis 9:8-17 

God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have 
established between me and all the flesh that is on the earth”.  
(v. 17) NRSV 

 God’s covenant is, in essence, a contract with Noah. God 
promises Noah that 1) his promise is not only for Noah, but for all of 
Noah’s descendants and includes every living creature; 2) he will 
never cause another flood to destroy the earth; 3) the sign of his 
promise is the bow (rainbow) in the clouds; and finally 4) he will 
remember his promise forever.  

 When I read God’s relatively simple, freely given promises to 
Noah and all of us, with nothing expected in return, I cannot help but 
contrast God’s promises to what I have seen so many times during my 
years as a litigator. Promises and agreements that took hours, days or 
even weeks of drafting and redrafting are regularly disputed. 
Promises are broken, in spite of seemingly clearly defined obligations 
and rights. Promises are made; yet each side has a completely 
different understanding or interpretation of what is expected. 
Changed circumstances or conditions frequently result in disputes. 
Unfortunately, many of these disputes end up in litigation with a 
judge or jury determining the rights and obligations of the parties.  

 In stark contrast to many of our human relationships with each 
other, God’s promises to Noah did not have to be put into writing. 
Yet, his terms and conditions were clear and unconditional. His 
promises were absolute and have not changed. God included no 
caveats or contingencies on these promises. He did not expect any 
promise, or anything else, from us, in return. His promises took 
immediate effect. These eternal covenants need to be shared!         

Thank you, God, for making your unconditional promises to us. 
Remind each of us when we are reluctant or hesitatant to share 
your words to remember you always have and always will keep all 
of your promises, no matter what we do. Your promises are for 
everyone and, as your children, we humbly pray that we are 
sharing your Good News by what we say and do. Amen.     

Marsha Stephenson  



Tuesday, February 20             Psalm 25:1-10 

Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my 
salvation; for you I wait all day long. (v. 5) NRSV 

 The Lord has been the brightest light in my life. After three 
years at the university, no one has helped me more than Jesus Christ. 
Being away from my family, friends, and my church family was pretty 
difficult and it still is.  However, after I handed everything over to 
the Lord things became a lot easier. I used to worry about how I 
would cope, if I would succeed or not, if I would make everyone 
proud. When I realized those things were not up to me, I became a 
lot happier.  

 Knowing I am forgiven, that I am loved and that I am saved is 
what helps me the most. Many things have not gone the way I 
thought they would. Once I took a step back, often I realized there 
was a reason for it. I have not gotten several leadership positions, 
only to realize that there was a different place I was supposed to 
lead. I have not gotten several jobs, even though I knew I would be a 
good fit, only to get a job at a much better place and realize the 
other job was not morally correct for me to have.  

 The Lord works in his way, and not often the way we plan it, but 
at the end of the day, the Lord’s plan is the better plan. Our God is 
righteous and I am but his servant, looking to live life in a way that is 
closer to Jesus. To have that opportunity is greatest gift I can have.  

Dear Lord, thank you for the wonderful life you've given me, the 
opportunity to share your Word and for what you've given me here 
on earth. Give me strength Lord to stand up for what is right and 
to live in your word. Thank you for your mercy, Lord.  Amen. 

Brett McMahan 



Wednesday, February 21          1 Peter 3:18-22 

For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that He might bring you to God, after being put to 
death in the fleshly realm but made alive in the spiritual realm. (v.
18) HCSB 

 Keeping a good conscience, or clear sense of what is right or 
wrong, is a challenge with our busy lives today. We are pulled one 
way and then another. 

 We may say a little white lie to get us out of a difficult situation 
that we don’t want to face. Maybe we truly believe it is OK to skip 
church a week or two because we have been working, or just doing 
too much and we need a break. In reality church is just the place 
that we need to be. 

 Consider how many times you have taken the easy way out of a 
situation.  Have you thought, “No one will notice if I just stay home 
this morning.” “No one will miss me.” “I don’t add much to the 
meeting (or service or wherever it is you’re trying not to be)?  These 
are some of the excuses we tell ourselves. 

 Jesus did not take the easy way out.  Christ suffered physical 
death in the flesh and came to life in the Spirit. 

 Let all of us come to new life in the spirit as we pass through 
the waters and into the salvation of baptism. Let’s have a clean 
conscience as we move to a better life in Christ. 

Heavenly Father, we are all saved by the waters of baptism and 
into your salvation. You have given us a secure foundation for 
hope and confidence in letting us be a part of your new realm. 
Amen. 

Janet Saterlie  



Thursday, February 22                     Isaiah 58:1-12 

A fast for me involves sharing your food with people who have none, 
giving those who are homeless a space in your home, Giving clothes 
to those who need them, and not neglecting your own family.  
(v. 7) VOICE 

 People are creatures of ritual.   We just are.   Our brains love to 
shut off and move into autopilot. We like knowing what to expect 
maybe especially during the holidays (turkey for Thanksgiving, 
presents for Christmas, Easter egg hunt for Easter, etc). The problem 
is that sometimes we get it all wrong.   

 This is the case for our Scripture today.   Somewhere along the 
way, God's people forgot about the spirit of being God's people and 
settled on the comfort of rituals. God gets specific too: tell them 
that they're doing it wrong...you should seek justice for the 
oppressed, feed the hungry, clothe the needy, shelter the homeless.   

 This is no light order from God and this certainly involves more 
than missing a few meals or "looking the right way." God reminds us 
today that the appearance is not enough.  We need to understand the 
spirit of how God wants us to live.  Are we really there for others the 
way God wants us to be? For me, this is true some days more than it  
is at other times. 

Lord, forgive us for slipping into empty rituals.   Help us truly be 
the light in the darkness and show your love to others in ways that 
honor you.  Amen. 

Karen Harris 



Friday, February 23               Psalm 72 

He will take care of the helpless and poor when they cry to him, for 
they have no one else to defend them.  He feels pity for the weak 
and needy, and will rescue them.  He will save them from oppression 
and from violence, for their lives are precious to him. (vv. 12-14) NIV 

 This Psalm is known as the Coronation Psalm. David is giving 
leadership lessons to Solomon. I believe that the lessons in the above 
verses are also the teachings that Jesus has given to us.   

 One of the amazing attributes of Holy Spirit is the generosity, 
care and love shown to the less fortunate.  As a church we have given 
much to Nevada Partnership for Homeless Youth, not only monetarily, 
but also by interactivity with the young people in this program.  They 
are so appreciative of everything from olives and pickles at a 
luncheon to a bus pass or a larger Christmas gift. 

 Another program I love is Family Promise. We feed and house 
families twice a year. It is amazing to dine with the families and learn 
their stories.  They each try to improve their lives and we are a small 
part of their success. I was touched when a child, her mother and 
grandmother were all homeless due to medical issues causing the loss 
of their home and jobs.  At the end of the week both the mother and 
grandmother had found work and would soon be moving on to an 
apartment.   

 Holy Spirit Lutheran Church is involved with Nevadans for the 
Common Good, the Open Air Market, Senior Meals Program, the 
Harvest Festival for our local community, and many other outreach 
programs.  I hope that my children and grandchildren know we have 
been blessed in our lives and have a responsibility to remember those 
less fortunate.   

Dear God, you have shown the love of Jesus for each and every 
person.  We all matter to you. Please open my eyes and heart to 
those in need. May you give me the necessary direction to show 
care and mercy to others. I ask this through your marvelous son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Lynne Bogner 



Saturday, February 24                    Psalm 32 

You are a place for me to hide in; you preserve me from trouble, you 
surround me with songs of deliverance. (v. 8) Common Worship Psalter 

 About a year ago I began to feel sick. It was like a stomach flu 
that wouldn’t end and it kept getting worse and worse. Days went by 
and I prayed to get better, but healing didn’t come. I came to 
worship and could hardly play the piano and sing. Everyone told me 
that I didn’t seem well. I kept thinking that if only I could sleep, I 
would feel better. 

 Thanks to some caring friends, I ended up being wheeled out of 
the church in a wheelchair and taken right to the hospital emergency 
room. The doctors quickly discovered that my kidneys had shut down 
and that I had some kind of infection. I was scheduled for surgery 
because of the infection and would stay in the hospital for two weeks 
with a long recovery after release. 

 During my hospital stay and recovery, God preserved me from 
trouble, just like the Psalmist said. I hid in his arms of healing. My 
prayers were answered and I began to sing again. I was “surrounded 
with songs of deliverance.”  

 Healing, just like in the Bible, does happen today. In this case it 
was through caring friends and through excellent medical care. God 
had answered my prayers. Though I bear the scars of surgery, God has 
restored my health and once again I can sing those songs of 
deliverance. Praise God! 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for loving me and once again 
restoring my health. Thank you for excellent doctors and nurses. 
Thank you for songs of love. Amen. 

Tim Beasley  



Sunday, February 25               Mark 8:31-38 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “if any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me.  (v. 34) NRSV 

 This was difficult to write about... Jesus is telling the disciples 
about his soon-to-be death and resurrection in these verses. What he 
will go through to save us. Why are we not all followers? 

 If we want to be followers, let’s do what he tells us to do and 
watch him, follow his lead. He loves each of us. Let’s love others in 
the same way. He takes care of the sick, lonely, broken. Let’s care 
for others. What would it look like if we all were followers? Imagine: 
peaceful, serene, joyful, filled with love. 

 It is difficult to deny ourselves – to follow Jesus. We live in a 
world full of greed and hate. We disagree with people’s politics. Who 
can make the most money, live in the biggest house, and have the 
most “stuff.” We are jealous of some and feel superior to others. We 
see people wandering the streets, homeless, who have nothing. We 
can’t get along because of the color of our skin. 

 “For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” Mark 8:33 NRSV 

 Why can’t we change our judgmental attitudes and follow Jesus’ 
lead? Why don’t we help those that are sad, hungry, or hurting?  Can 
we deny ourselves and help those that are in need? 

 Why is this so difficult?  Sorry, I don’t have the answer. 

Loving Jesus, please help and guide me to be a better follower, to 
care more about helping others than myself. Help me to be more 
like you.  Amen. 

Loretta Block  



Monday, February 26                       Genesis 17:1-7, 15-19 

I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make 
my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous. (vv. 1b-2) NRSV 

 When I think of Genesis I think of the beginning. God created his 
dream world and gave us everything we needed to survive and live. 
Adam and Eve didn’t have to worry about anything—just believe and 
obey God’s will. When they ate from the tree of knowledge their 
relationship with God changed.  

 There was no question or doubt before that. God wants to build a 
covenant with us, he wants us to believe and live by faith just like 
Abraham and Sarah. Believing is a blessing! In Patti LaBelle’s song, 
“When You've Been Blessed” she sings, “when you’ve been blessed…
feels like heaven…pass it on.”  

 Last year I experienced some changes, and I felt the presence of a 
strong evil spirit. Knowing and believing in God is what helped me 
defend against the spirit. I refuse to let anything influence my life 
other than God and I rebuke the devil and all his empty promises. I 
shouted as loud as I could and declared my blessing telling the devil, “I 
am a child of God and I am blessed in more ways than one and my light 
will shine brighter than any light because I believe in God and God has 
dominion over me.” I felt relief. My faith is and will always be in God. 
Every morning I read two simple statements so my faith grows: 1) God 
is not setting me back he is just setting me up. 2) God has a blessing 
with my name on it. This reminds me of my relationship with God. My 
dedication and confidence is also growing as I step out in faith to 
coordinate Family Promise at Holy Spirit.   

 God has blessed me abundantly. The song says to “pass it on” and 
that is what I am going to do. I will let my light shine bright by sharing 
the talents God has blessed me with. God wants all us to live 
abundantly and freely so I need not live in fear.  My past endeavors are 
not my future but how I live and what I do now is. The Apostles Creed 
begins, “I believe in God the Father the Almighty” — this is me 
declaring my faith and belief. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for loving me and blessing me. Be with 
my family. Be our strength and our light. May our faith remain in 
you. Amen.  

LaShone Manning 



Tuesday, February  27            Romans 4:13-25 

Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his body was 
as good as dead…. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding 
the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory 
to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had 
promised. (vv. 19a-20) NIV 

Have you ever been given a promise? A couple of years ago I 
received a card in the mail that promised a free gift from a car 
dealership. All that was required was to take the card to the 
dealership and I would receive, at minimum, a very nice tablet. Not 
having a tablet at the time, I drove over to the dealership. The 
receptionist directed me to the person handling the “free” gifts.  She 
scratched off the number and it matched the number for the tablet.  
I was so excited until, she told me that the gift would be shipped to 
me after I paid the processing and shipping charges of $175.00.  
Needless to say, I was not very happy and walked calmly out of their 
dealership without ‘buying’ my gift. 

 In our verses today we read about God’s promise to us.  A 
promise based in faith.  The story of Abraham and Sarah is cited to 
illustrate the point. God promised Abraham that he would be a 
“father of many nations”.  Abraham’s wife was barren and certainly 
well past child bearing age when a messenger was sent to advise 
Abraham that Sarah would soon be with child. The news was 
accepted with unwavering faith that God would certainly implement 
his promise. God’s promise was fulfilled. 

Unlike my dealership experience, God does not require a 
processing or shipping fee.  Faith that his Son, Jesus Christ, died for 
all sinners and was raised again for our salvation, is all that is 
necessary.  

Good and gracious God, thank you for the promise of salvation 
through your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

Terri Veach-Geiger 



Wednesday, February 28               Psalm 22:23-31 

The poor will eat and be satisfied; those who seek the LORD will 
praise him— may your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth 
will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the 
nations will bow down before him, (vv. 26-27) NIV 

 These verses hit home for me since my family is very involved 
with the homeless community. We help serve at the the Rescue 
Mission to feed the needy.  

 We get to witness first hand, what it means to be homeless, 
with some people coming in very terrible shape. Often times, it is 
very hard to believe that a kind and merciful God can put his people 
under this kind of despair. I used to think this when we first 
volunteered at the mission, but later my thoughts changed.  

 After getting to know the homeless people that would come for 
meals, my views changed completely. Some of the most spiritual 
people I have ever met are homeless individuals at the Rescue 
Mission. Even though these people are hungry, their faith is very 
strong as they praise the Lord for providing their bodies with food 
and keeping them alive in their present situation. They never blame 
God for their troubles, but they praise God for everything that he 
gives them. They are the ultimate example for trusting in God 
always. 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for taking care of the less 
fortunate, who are unable to provide for themselves. Let me have 
the faith and strength of those homeless people, to believe in 
you, that you will provide for my every need. Lead me to a path 
closer to you, so that I may not doubt, but have unfailing faith in 
you Lord. I pray this in God's holy name. Amen. 

Matthew McMahan 



Thursday,  March 1                   Hebrew 9:23-28 
….but the real things in heaven, of which these down here are 
copies, were made pure with far more precious offerings.  (v. 23) LB 

 So … what does that mean?  I have four Bibles spread out across 
my desk trying to understand a bit more.  Here’s my take on the 
verse above as well as the verses before and after it.   

 The tabernacle described in the Old Testament was a sacred 
tent with two rooms that were divided by a curtain.  The outer room 
contained the golden candlestick and a table with special loaves of 
holy bread on it.  The inner room was much more elaborate.  The Ark 
of the Covenant was there, and inside that ark made of gold, were 
the tablets of the commandments, a jar with manna, Aaron’s cane, 
and statues of angels.  Once a year, every year, only the high priest 
went into the inner room.  He sprinkled the blood of goats and lambs 
as an offering to God for the sins of all people.  

 Christ was sent from God to change this. He came as a baby in a 
manger. He lived as all humans live. He suffered the pain of death.  
He gave his own blood as a sacrifice for all people.  This was not a 
ritual related every year. This was, and still is today, a far more 
precious offering. This sacrifice atones for your sins and mine, and 
makes forgiveness possible.  Christ is our High Priest.       

Precious Jesus, thank you for dying on the cross and shedding 
your blood as a sacrifice bringing forgiveness for all of us.   Amen. 

Ruth Ann Isaacs   



Friday, March 2                          1 Peter 2:4-10 
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not 
believe, ‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the 
cornerstone,’ (v. 7 ) ESV 
 We Las Vegas residents love to use rock in our landscaping. And 
that rock can be decorative or utilitarian, it can be huge boulders or 
tiny gravel, it can cause you to lose your footing or to climb higher 
upon it.  A rock can be a foundation stone or a stumbling block. Or, 
both. 

Imagine a cinder block. Would you want to use it to build a 
foundation, with those nice straight edges and sharp corners? You 
betcha! Would you want to stub your big toe on that sucker? Not a 
chance.  The block hasn’t changed – just your attitude toward it. It’s 
that way with Jesus. 

 Peter, aka Rocky, goes back to two well-known passages from 
Isaiah to remind us of some ways that Jesus is a holy, precious, useful 
Living Stone for the foundation of God’s plan for his people. From 
Isaiah 28:16 we remember that Jesus-the-cornerstone is the ideal, 
the standard, the one we all hope to follow. In Jesus, we shall not be 
disappointed.  Ever. Those who choose to follow Jesus get to be living 
stones and building blocks ourselves in God’s great master plan. 

 But what of those who choose not to follow Jesus? Does their 
disobedience thwart God’s intentions? Not at all.  Jesus is still the 
chief cornerstone nevertheless. A careful reading of the verse above 
shows us that Jesus’ purpose as cornerstone remains, regardless of 
the reaction of the people around. That’s hugely encouraging to 
believers! Those who believe cannot lose, and those who disbelieve 
cannot win. 

 That’s the lesson here. God’s purposes often go through periods 
of rejection, yet God remains triumphant. None of us can bring God’s 
plan to ruin. Whether by our belief or our unbelief; our obedience or 
our disobedience; our accepting or our rejecting; our building or our 
stumbling… God wins. 

Dear God in heaven, thank you for the encouragement in this 
message. Thank you that Jesus is a solid and true foundation upon 
whom we can always rely as we build our lives according your 
purposes. Amen. 
Jen Anderson (with inspirational credit to www.desiringGod.org) 



Saturday, March 3                 John 12:36-43  

Believe in the light, then, while you have it, so that you will be the 
people of the light….And so they were not able to believe….They loved 
human approval rather than the approval of God.  (vv. 36, 39, 43) GNT 

 For me this passage is about light (happiness, joy, glow, warmth, 
brilliance, energy, belief) vs. dark (gloom, blackness, sadness, cold, dull, 
weariness); belief (trust, accept as true, sure) vs. disbelief (doubt, 
question, be suspicious of); God vs. humanness.  

 "To be human is to bear the image of God”1].  But because of earthly 
sin, human nature is to stumble, to turn away from God, to not have 
faith.  

 I often choose the wrong way, the wrong people, the wrong details. I 
want the adulation of my peers, friends and family. I clearly choose what I 
want over what God desires. Turning away from God, I forget to believe in 
and to walk in the light with my Savior, my God.   

 Through God’s love and blessings, I’ve learned to: 

➢ Speak to God (Prayer) 
➢ Follow truth (God’s light) 
➢ Be grateful for friends, family, job and prospects (God sent) 
➢ Focus on the positive to attract the positive (God’s presence) 
➢ Not dwell on the negative (Turn to God) 
➢ Let go of anger (Trust God) 
➢ Forgive (God’s mercy) 
➢ Take care of physical, emotional & mental self (We are made in 

God’s image) 
➢ Know everything will be okay even when it’s bumpy along the way 

(Trust in God) 
➢ Share what I’ve discovered (Discipleship) 

If I do these, I am happy, I am trusting, I am doing his will.  God the 
Father sent Jesus his only Son in human form as the light and truth to die 
on the cross for me – for all of humankind to offer us eternal life. All we 
need to do is BELIEVE.  

 “I create both light and darkness; I bring both blessing and disaster. I the 
Lord do all these things.” Isaiah 45:5 

Our God, our Messiah, be with us as we struggle with our human 
failings. You are the Way and the Light. You bring us blessings and 
eternal life. We are forever thankful for your grace and love. Amen. 

Paula R. Perez 

  [1]  Anthony A. Hoekema, Created in God's Image (Eerdmans, 1986)  



Sunday, March 4                      John 2:13-22 

He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of 
here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!” (v. 16) NRSV 

 The temple had a lot of animals and goods being sold in its 
courtyards on a weekly basis.  Many of these items were used for re-
ligious ceremonies and offerings.  Cattle, sheep and donkeys were 
required for sacrifice. But often times these transactions became a 
problem, and eventually led people away from the true purpose of 
the temple.  It became more about the goods and services, and the 
money than it was about faith.  Jesus is saying in order to keep your 
faith, your body, as the temple, should be cleansed.  Our body, both 
the church and our own, should not be used for selling but lifting up.   

 This time of Lent and spiritual discipline is a time that we give 
back to God what is God’s. Your temple should be used for praying, 
for asking, God for your needs, for talking with God.  

 This is a time of fasting. Fasting is a spiritual practice often used 
during Lent. When you fast, you clean up your body and remove 
those things that are not healthy.  Jesus is doing that in the temple. 
The temple is not a place to sell cattle, sheep, etc.  It is a place to 
worship God with our heart, our mind, and our body. 

Lord God, please guide me through this time of fasting and 
spiritual cleansing.   Amen. 

Ann Taylor 



Monday, March 5                 Exodus 20:1-17 

Then God spoke all these words:  “I am the Lord your God, Who has 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”  
(v. 2) The Everyday Bible, Amplified Version 

 This Scripture reading gives us the Ten Commandments. God 
speaks of bringing Israel out of the house of bondage, then proceeds 
to give them rules to live by.   

 Many people rebel against rules.  It seems to be the thing to do, 
not just as an adolescent but as an adult in the world we live in 
today.  Just as bondage can be suffocating, rules can be suffocating. 
Or they can be comforting, bringing us peace.  When we know what 
the rules are and we work to follow them, life can be simpler.  When 
there are no guidelines, it is difficult to know which decision is best. 

 Following God’s Word keeps us in his world with our focus on his 
ways. It melts away the “if’s” and gives us concrete (something to 
hold on to) guidance. Isn’t that what comfort is?  Something concrete 
to hold on to? 

 The commandments give me comfort, guidance, direction, 
security.  So much of my life has been spent thrashing around about 
what is right to do, without taking the time to consider God’s Word 
and then making wrong decisions.  When I settle into the Word of 
God, I no longer wonder what is right.  I am reminded that there is 
only one ‘right.’  God is right. 

Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your Word that gives us 
guidance and comfort. Continue to open our hearts to your 
direction and keep us safe.  Amen. 

Lynne Cavalieri  



Tuesday, March 6              Psalm 19 
In the heavens he has pitched a tent for the sun. It is like a bridegroom 
coming from his home; It rejoices like an athlete running a course. It 
rises from one end of the heavens And circles to the other end, 
Nothing is hidden from its heat. (vv. 5-6) CSB  

 Creation has never been bound by time or circumstance. It’s the 
essence of abundance; the living and active work of the one who made 
us. As God’s first witness, its purpose is to draw us back to the heart of 
our Creator. Just as the sun circles from one end of the heavens to the 
other, there is nowhere we’ll find ourselves where God and his glory are 
absent.  

 If we witness him break into the sky with a startling crack of 
thunder, why would we not trust that he’d break in to our own reality 
with the same vigor?  

 If he conducts the tide with a finger, is his timing and purpose for 
our lives not as perfect?  

 If he breathes life into his own creation, is it not possible that his 
presence is closer than our own breath?  

 Just as God invites us to dwell in the glorious expanse of his 
creation, he also dwells in the deepest depths of our own earthly 
bodies. Wherever we are, he is. The mountains shout out, our souls 
know his name.  

 So what is our response?  

 When we take God up on his word, he invites us into a life that’s 
more than we could ask for or imagine. We get to lean in to his 
trustworthiness, his magnificence, his perfect timing, his promises. We 
get to live lives indwelled with the Spirit, the same one that was 
hovering over the waters in the very beginning. That’s abundance. 
That’s where things get good.  

 Just as sure as the sun will set behind the mountains each night, I 
know that God’s presence, his Spirit, his wisdom, his gifts, his 
abundance are promised to us each morning. They’re for our good and 
always for his glory.  

Father, I see your glory all over creation. Help me to see it just the 
same in my own life. I’m taking you up on your word and leaning 
into the abundance and freedom you’ve given me so that I may 
reflect your glory in this world just as brightly as the sun. Amen. 
Erin Nausin 



Wednesday, March 7             1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the 
debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the 
world?  (vv. 20-21) ESV          
              
 Paul based his preaching on Christ’s death on the cross. In the 
first century Paul’s message was unpopular. Crucifixion was an act to 
portray humiliation, degradation and shame. The goal of the Roman 
Empire was to destroy Christ’s credibility and to put an end to the 
claim that Jesus was the Messiah.  

 The Jews were looking for great signs and the Greeks were 
seeking wisdom. Neither the Jews nor the Greeks got what they 
expected in Christ's crucifixion.  

 Today, men continue to foolishly expect God to fulfill their need 
for miraculous signs of his power and glory. The cross was then and 
still is today the cornerstone of Christ’s message to us. Christ’s death 
frees us of our sins. Christ died that we might be saved. As Christians 
we should never expect God to act and perform to our standards or 
our timelines or even our prayer requests.  God’s ways are not our 
ways, God’s thoughts are not our thoughts and our timeline is not 
always God’s timeline.     

                      

Father, forgive me for my foolish expectations. I ask that you 
might give me the wisdom to seek what is right. Lord, direct my 
life so that it reflects your love and compassion. Lord, I also ask 
that you fill me with your Spirit and use me to help people with 
both their human and spiritual needs. Thank you for mercy and 
grace and thank you for dying on the cross and giving us a path to 
salvation.  Amen. 

Michael McMahan 



Thursday, March 8        Hebrews 10:16-25 

Then he adds: “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more. 
(v. 17) NIV 

 I'm guessing I'm a lot like other people having done things that 
I'm not proud of. Sin. We all try to do our best, but sometimes fall 
short. But in this Scripture, I feel like God is saying, "Never mind all 
that. Jesus took care of your sins with his blood that you take every 
Sunday.” A covenant is like a contract and a promise. What I hear is 
this: “Here’s the deal. We’re good.” 

Now we can: draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full 
assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us 
from a guilty conscience  and having our bodies washed with pure 
water. (v. 22) 

 Being forgiven makes me feel great. I don’t feel excused to sin 
again because I know that I will be forgiven. I feel like I want to do 
better next time. Every time I am forgiven, I look to the future. I 
think about how it’s going to be next time. It’s a lot easier without 
that guilty conscience.  

…And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds. (v. 25) 

 This is what we are all about as Christians. Faith and grace. With 
faith, we are forgiven. Everyone can be forgiven. That's pretty cool. 
With this grace comes the desire to not only forgive others, but to 
share the Good News. I think lots of people would be happy to be 
forgiven. It might also spur them to do better next time. We just 
need to let them know. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your grace and forgiveness. Thank 
you for loving us so much that you sent Jesus to take away our 
sins, and put them in the past. Guide us to look toward the future, 
forgiving others along the way and sharing the good news. Amen. 

Kevin Cannon  



Friday, March 9                  Numbers 21:4-9 
Then they set out from Mount Hor by the way of the Red Sea, to go 
around the land of Edom; and the people became impatient because of 
the journey. The people spoke against God and Moses. The LORD  sent 
fiery serpents among the people and they bit the people, so that many 
people of Israel died. So the people came to Moses and said, "We have 
sinned, because we have spoken against the  LORD and you; intercede 
with the LORD, that He may remove the serpents from us." And Moses 
interceded for the people.  Then the  LORD  said to Moses, "Make a 
fiery serpent, and set it on a standard; and it shall come about, that 
everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, he will live." (vv. 4-8) NASB 
  

 I can identify with the Israelites' complaints. Waiting has never 
been my forte. I waited three years past the time I thought I'd be 
married for a husband and then waited four and a half years for a 
baby.  During the time of infertility I felt impatient, discouraged, and 
hopeless.  It was only when I had hope I was able to get through it.   

 In these verses we see the hope and foreshadowing of Jesus 
Christ in the serpent.  True hope can only come from God. I find it 
interesting that God took the very item that caused death to save 
them.  Maybe, that is similar to the crucifixion. Jesus’ death on the 
cross brought us life.  God has the power to save or condemn us.  It is 
only when we look to his Son, Jesus and the sacrifice that he made, 
that we can then be saved. We then have the hope of eternal life and 
freedom from our old life.   

  Just as God continued to work in the Israelites’ lives, he still 
works in mine. I still don't fully comprehend the reasons for my 
infertility and the waiting I endured. I may never understand.  Maybe 
some of the Israelites felt confused by the time of wandering in the 
desert. They cried out to the Lord to be saved from it, just as I had.   

 I am so grateful for my faith and I know it has been 
strengthened through the challenges I’ve had. I pray that I will be 
able to use my times of waiting to encourage others.   

Abba, Father, thank you for the salvation that comes from you.  
Thank you for giving your life so that we can have hope of a new 
life and eternal life with you in heaven.  Amen. 

Rebekah Signoretti 



Saturday, March 10               John 3:1-13 

Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom 
of God unless he is born of the water and the Spirit. Flesh gives birth 
to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.” (vv. 5-6) NIV 

 One of the blessings of being in the military is moving around. 
It's also one of the biggest challenges, if we're going to be honest 
here.  

 Focusing on the positive, moving around has given us the 
opportunity to have a variety of neighbors. Living on or off base, big 
city or rural, every few years we're guaranteed to have new 
neighbors. New neighbors can bring new friends, experiences and 
challenges. Different regions of our vast country have different 
religious and cultural populations.  

 I remember in Florida one day getting a knock on my door. We 
were very new to the area and I was surprised at the knock. Laurelei 
was an infant napping and Chloe and Eric had gone off to a park. I 
was enjoying the quiet nap time. The callers were a mother/
daughter duo who were less interested in making a new friend and 
more interested in ensuring that I was "reborn" or "born again". I 
smiled as I realized their intentions, I politely said I was already 
baptized and had reaffirmed my baptism as well. They were not to 
be deterred!  

 I did not invite them into my home and I never fully stepped 
outside either, secretly hoping that a crying baby would excuse me 
from the conversation. But here we are, and in John 3:3 Jesus tells us 
that “no one can see the kingdom of God unless born again.” 
Nicodemus struggled with this, just as I was uneasy on my front door 
step. Verses 5-6 gives us clarity and reassures me that my answer to 
the ladies was not incorrect. Baptized or not, we're all on a spiritual 
journey, and our journeys are important to God.  

Dear Lord, please walk with us on this spiritual journey. There are 
many things we don't yet understand, so guide us and open our 
hearts to receive you. I am humbled by your unconditional love for 
me. Help me show your love to others. Amen.  

Cyndy Ryan  



Sunday, March 11              John 3:14-21 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For 
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
to save the world through him. (vv. 16-17)  NIV 

      This passage reminds me of a movie I recently saw. Actually this 
seems to be a theme in several movies I’ve seen. The premise goes 
something like this: the bad guys try to get the good guy to give up 
information, money, or do something he really doesn’t want to do. 
The bad guys typically threaten harm, or death, to the good guy’s 
family unless he talks, or does what the bad guys want him to do, or 
pays a ransom.  To protect his loved ones, the good guy often does 
anything, pays anything, to prevent his loved ones from harm—or 
death.  

 What if we think of God as the good guy, and we humans 
represent the bad guys, the sinners?  God, (the good guy) is saving us 
from ourselves, whether it be greed, envy, power, pride, murder, 
adultery, or trying to be like God. Humans (bad guys) try to have the 
upper hand by taking God’s very Son and doing great harm to him and 
even putting him to death. God could have intervened, but God was 
willing to give up his only beloved Son to redeem us.   

 In the movies all is made right by the good guy, or a hero 
triumphing and there is a happy ending!  In reality, Jesus, willingly 
suffered and died to take on our sins—to redeem us because he loves 
us, the sinners! The Good News is that Jesus came back from the 
dead and loves us so much that he sent the Holy Spirit to always be 
with us!  Now we are redeemed and forgiven through Jesus Christ and 
we are not the bad guys any more! 

Lord God, thank you for giving Jesus to take on my sins, to take 
my place on that cross to die for me, “a bad guy”, a sinner and 
now redeemed. Thank you for saving the world. Amen. 

Ray Betts 



Monday, March 12         Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 

Then they cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he saved them 
from their distress. (v. 19) NIV 

 The background for Psalm 107 is King Nebuchadnezzar of 
Babylon laid siege to Jerusalem, killed many and ultimately took 
thousands of the Israelites captive. The first three verses talk about 
giving thanks to the Lord and about the "redeemed" or the captive 
Israelites God saved by gathering them to bring them home. The 
remaining verses let us know some of the redeemed captives became 
"fools" or sinners through their rebellious ways and suffered because 
of their sin. They finally cried out to the Lord and he spoke to them, 
forgave their sins and saved them from their distress. 

 In verse 13 we're told that when the Israelites finally called out 
to ask God to ease their suffering and distress, God heard their cries, 
forgave them and answered their prayers. Like many other Old 
Testament events this account of the redemption of the Israelites 
shows God's faithfulness to his people and the sureness of his promise 
of forgiveness and grace. 

 In our own lives most of us have had cause to ask someone for 
forgiveness. However we are not guaranteed that we will receive it. 
You cannot force someone to forgive you. We can pray for God to 
open their heart to us, but there still is no guarantee they will give us 
the forgiveness we seek.   

 However, we know through our faith in Jesus, he listens to our 
prayers and grants forgiveness even when we are “fools”. So when 
we are anxious, in distress, have times of trouble as the rebellious 
Israelites did, or for any reason, we know we can always call on the 
Lord for comfort, strength or forgiveness and we are assured of 
receiving it. How amazing is that?  

Heavenly Father, thank you for your promise to hear my prayers. 
Thank you for giving me grace and forgiving my sins. Most 
importantly thank you for loving me as one of your children and 
for your gift of eternal life. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Cindy White  



Tuesday, March 13             Ephesians 2:1-10 

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he 
might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 
kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God 
(vv. 6-8) NIV 

When I read these verses two things stand out to me. The first is 
that God raised us up with Christ to show the wonderful riches of his 
grace. The second is that we have been saved by grace, but not 
because of anything we have done. It was a gift from God. 

I love music, especially the old hymns. There are a number of 
hymns that sing about God’s grace. One of the most familiar and 
well-loved is “Amazing Grace.” “Grace Greater than Our Sin” is 
another hymn that states clearly how wonderful God’s grace is to us. 
My favorite grace hymn and the first one that comes to mind gives 
me goosebumps because of the way the lyrics and music are written. 
This hymn is called, “The Wonderful Grace of Jesus”.  The first verse 
is; “Wonderful grace of Jesus greater than all my sin. How shall my 
tongue describe it, where shall its praise begin?  Taking away my 
burden, setting my spirit free. For the wonderful grace of Jesus 
reaches me.” I think this song describes the grace stated in these 
verses: “it is wonderful, greater than our sin, it can’t be described, it 
takes away our burdens, sets us free, and the wonderful grace of 
Jesus reaches me.” The fourth song I think of doesn’t contain the 
word grace, but I believe they mean grace.  That hymn is “Just as I 
Am”. It tells how we are to come to Jesus. We just need to believe. 

As verse 8 tells us, “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God.” All 
we must do is accept it.  

Heavenly Father, thank you for the indescribable grace of sending 
your Son who gave his life for our salvation and also showed us 
how we can show grace to others. In your name we pray. Amen. 

Mary Torstenson  



Wednesday, March 14            Hebrews 5:5-10 

During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and 
petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him 
from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered. 
(vv. 7-8) NIV 

 I am sitting in the quiet lounge at the hotel writing this after 
attending the ELCA Extravaganza Youth leader event. And I am so 
glad that I am. Some form of this Scripture message appeared 
throughout this weekend.  

 This passage is relatable to my life story on multiple levels, 
through multiple situations and multiple stages in my life. I will focus 
on my time when I cared for my in-laws though.  

 In the beginning, before the actual commitment was made to 
care for my husband's parents, I prayed. I cried and I prayed about 
what was inevitable, for it to somehow be a dream and not actually 
be happening. I knew the risks, I knew what it could mean for my 
life, but I knew in my heart that caring for them was the right thing 
to do. My compromise was to be able to choose where this transition 
would take place.  We could have moved to California and not uproot 
my in-laws from their life or stay in Vegas and move them in to live 
with us.  I chose the latter (and gave up close proximity to my two 
favorite places,  Disneyland and the ocean) because I knew I had a 
better support system here. There were times when I prayed and 
asked God: Why?  But through it all I remained strong in my faith, 
even though at times I felt forsaken, because God put in me a 
strength I didn't know I had. And even though I couldn't see the 
reward or benefits my sacrifices would bear, I thank God for being 
with me and giving my family the amazing times with my in-laws and 
the memories we have from those experiences.  

Heavenly Father, please fill me with strength to remember that 
what I give of myself matters to my family, to the world and to 
you.  Amen. 

Amy Trunoske 



Thursday, March 15      Hebrews 4:14—5:4 

For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. (v. 15) NKJV 

 There were times I would wonder how God could understand my 
problems. He had to be too busy to consider what I was going 
through. But today’s reading is a reminder to me that God does 
understand my life and desires to have a personal relationship with 
me. 

 The Book of Hebrews describes the High Priest (Jesus) who 
understands our problems. Jesus went through conflicts in human 
form but remained, “yet without sin.”  He was criticized, he was 
slandered, he experienced every type of temptation but didn’t 
succumb to the world around him.  He understands what we go 
through because he also has been there. And because he paid the 
ultimate price, he begs us to come forward to receive his sympathy 
and mercy. 

 So as I journey through my path and surrounded by problems, I 
know that Christ will be with me to help me through these problems.  
He will be able to guide me through because he has been there. 

Dear God, thank you for allowing me to have personal relationship 
you.  May I always seek your guidance and the courage to follow 
your desires. Amen. 

Allen Vaughn  



Friday, March 16                 Jeremiah 31:31-34 

“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that 
time,” declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it 
on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people. No 
longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying ‘Know 
the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest,” declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more.” (vv. 33, 34) NIV 

 There are some rules I have trouble following. Think: curfew (when I 
was a teen), complete stops at stop signs, jaywalking, etc. Sometimes 
such rules are inconvenient, and if, for example, I can see there is no 
traffic around, it doesn’t matter if I don’t walk to the intersection to 
cross the street, does it? But what if rules are part of promises made with 
someone I had a personal relationship with, and who really cared about 
me? Would that make a difference? Sadly, I did not always make it home 
by curfew. I was (am) willful. 

 After agreeing to the commands God issued at Mount Sinai, the 
Israelites entered into a covenant with God. Moses sprinkled the people 
with blood from their sacrifices to God as part of the ritual. Though God 
was faithful, before long the Israelites broke the covenant. Were they 
willful, too? These verses in Jeremiah foretell a new covenant God would 
make with his people. Unlike the first covenant where commands were 
set before the people, and were external, the law of the new covenant 
would be put in their minds and written on their hearts. In Biblical times, 
the heart was believed to be the center of the human spirit, controlling 
thought and emotion. So these laws would govern decision-making and all 
that a person does. This covenant includes a promise of forgiveness (v. 34) 
and is a covenant of grace. It would be sealed with the blood of Jesus. 

 Contrast curfew and jaywalking with God’s laws that are “written on 
my heart.” These rules are not easily brushed aside, and though I am still 
willful, these truths inform my decisions and guide my actions. Since 
Jesus’ death and resurrection, all people are invited to a personal 
relationship with God, to enter into God’s covenant of grace and 
forgiveness. With God’s law in mind and heart, we are called to 
demonstrate God’s compassion and love for the world.  

Jesus, thank you for giving your life to make a new covenant possible. 
Lord, help me listen to my heart when it speaks your words of truth. 
Amen. 

Janice Demaree 



Saturday, March 17                   Psalm 119:9-16 

I seek you with all of my heart; (v. 10a) NIV 

 This Psalm is broken into stanzas, each of them 8 verses long. 
This particular stanza is headed by the Hebrew letter B. One of my 
devotionals encouraged me to come up with 8 'b' words to describe 
my spiritual life for this stanza. As I read through this passage, I 
considered this season of Lent. Worried about upcoming transitions 
and challenges, I was drawn to the first half of verse 10, I seek you 
with all of my heart. 

 I am guilty of not taking the time to be intentional when life 
gets busy and chaotic. The intentional time to seek God, to 
meditate, to sing praises, or even to review God's words that already 
are in my heart is important for me. 

 For this reason, Lent, although somber, is important to me and 
even one of my favorite church seasons. It's an intentional time. A 
time of reflection and review. A time for centering and finding 
balance again.  

 While the question posed in verse 9 is specifically referencing 
young men, it applies to each of us. How can I keep my way pure? 
The following verses are really a list of all the ways! It is a handy to-
do list for each of us every day. 

  

 I came up with my 'b' words and incorporated them into a 
prayer: 

Dear Lord, although I often feel my spiritual life is Basic, I strive to 
continue to Build it. When I feel Broken and I’m Begging for 
forgiveness, I am Blown away with Blessings Beyond measure. Our 
spiritual Bond is eternal.  Amen. 

Cyndy Ryan  



Sunday, March 18                    John 12:20-33 

Jesus replied (to the Greeks), “the hour has come for the Son of Man 
to be glorified. I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 
produces many seeds” (vv. 23-24) NIV 

 I don’t know about the rest of you, but I have always had a hard 
time understanding some of the parables. When I first read this, it 
was the same feeling. After reading it about four or five times, I 
finally began to get the message. Having grown up on a farm I 
understood about wheat kernels but how to put it into the 
perspective of the Gospel, I wasn’t sure. Jesus was telling not only 
those Greeks that had come to see him, but his disciples as well, that 
he was the wheat kernel and he had to die.  

 After he died and rose again, the Holy Spirit was given to the 
disciples. They would evangelize and bring many people to Christ. 
They would be the ones that would eventually produce the many 
seeds. 

 Verse 25 reads, “The man who loves his life will lose it, while 
the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life”.  This was Jesus telling the disciples what they must do. They 
must take up their cross and follow him. Jesus was also telling them 
that by doing so they would inherit eternal life.  

 What about us? What are we to do? We are to do what Pr. 
Jeremy has been talking about every Sunday—inviting others to 
“come and see”, spread the message of Christ dying for us and to be 
an example for others. As my good friend, Joe Hauser keeps 
reminding me, the most important thing to remember is that Christ 
died on that cross for all. Without that there is nothing.  

Lord, help me be the person you want me to be. Show me how to 
be a wheat kernel that produces many seeds. Amen. 

Dean Chapman  



Monday, March 19              Isaiah 50:4-9a 

It is the Sovereign Lord who helps me. Who will condemn me? They 
will wear out like a garment; the moths will eat them up. (v. 9) NIV 

 If you take a step back and connect this to your life, you really 
can see the empowerment it gives through faith. The Sovereign Lord 
is the one who helps me. That statement right there is one that 
empowers people. It is not just anyone who helps me, but the 
Sovereign Lord.  

 It is also a very connecting statement; for we may all be 
different, but the Lord is there to help us all. The fact that no matter 
who we are, what we have done, and where we have been; the 
Sovereign Lord will always help us.  

 It comes with the undying love and forgiveness that God has so 
graciously given to us. Then it is said that whoever condemns us will 
wear out like garments. They will slowly come to see the fact that 
when the Sovereign Lord is with us, we have no need to condemn nor 
the fear of being condemned. 

 Over and over in this passage it is the Sovereign Lord that guides 
us through life and in life. So the question, how does this affect my 
life, is answered by taking a step back and simply connecting how 
you have faced fear and trouble and fought through it. No matter 
what you are facing or will come to face, know that the Sovereign 
Lord will help you through it. No matter how much you think it might 
be the end of you, it will not, because the Sovereign Lord is with you 
and is helping you. 

Dear God, please help me know and understand that you are with 
me and that you empower me. Help me know that you have given 
us undying love and forgiveness. Help me understand that with 
you helping me, I can face anything condemning me. In your name 
I pray. Amen. 

Caroline Trunoske  



Tuesday, March 20         Hebrews 10:16-25 

Let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith. Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who 
promised is faithful. Let us consider how we may spur one another 
on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another. 
(vv. 22-25)  NIV 

 These verses describe the combined attitude of our 
congregation and its leadership some thirteen months ago when we 
found ourselves without a pastor.  Thus, with these words spurring us 
onward, we moved forward to the present, and we are blessed with 
our new pastor, Pastor Jeremy.   

 During the interim, we were blessed by the devotion and 
direction of Pastor Tom Anderson. Proceeding through the process, 
following the guidelines recommended by the ELCA and our Bishop, 
we began our search. As a member of the Call Committee, I 
remember each of us being driven by the question, “Who will God 
select to be our pastor?” We spent countless hours contemplating 
that question.   

 So, with “full assurance of faith,” holding onto “the hope we 
profess,” considering how to “spur one another on,” and completing 
the last of many interviews and prayers for wisdom, we were led by 
the Holy Spirit to recommend Pastor Jeremy to our Church Council as 
our candidate for a call. Our church family did “not give up meeting 
together,” but continued to “encourage one another” over those long 
months.  

 I was amazed by the way our congregation continued to function 
in all facets of our worship, outreach, benevolence, and over-all love 
for one another. Certainly, God had a watchful eye on our church 
family! 

Father God, may your light continue to shine on us as we move 
forward to the future. Bless Pastor Jeremy and his family, and give 
us all your energy and excitement for the future of our church.  
We pray all this in the name of Jesus.  Amen. 

Charlie Kesling    



Wednesday, March 21        1 Corinthians 1:23-26  

Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ 
crucified; a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but 
to those who God has called both Jews and Greek, …the foolishness 
of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 
stronger than man’s strength. (vv. 22-25) NIV 

 Paul speaks of different responses to the cross. The Jews 
expected a mighty deliverer and did not like the idea of a crucified 
Christ. The Greeks laughed at the absurdity of a dead man giving 
everlasting life. They expected that Jesus would be a conquering king 
accompanied by miraculous works. They did not see their king dying 
on a cruel cross like a common criminal. 

 I’m sure that those who do not believe in Jesus see him as a 
good man and would likely question the validity of a crucified Savior. 
For many, the idea of life after death is foreign and that death is the 
end of life as they see it. For Christians, the cross reminds us of a 
living God who pursues us to accept complete forgiveness. Jesus’ 
death and resurrection provides eternal life for those who believe in 
him.  Thank God that the cross will never lose its meaning or power.  

Thank you Father, for the eternal significance of the cross. Help us 
to understand and appreciate the love that caused your Son to 
shed his blood for me.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.  

Mary West 



Thursday, March 22           Philippians 2:5-11 

…who, though he was God, did not demand and cling to his rights as 
God, but laid aside his mighty power and glory, taking the disguise of 
a slave and becoming like men. (vv. 6-7) LB 

 Even though Jesus was God, he didn’t make a big thing of his 
deity.  Although he had awesome power and might, Jesus took the 
role of an ordinary man and servant.  He ultimately died a criminal ’s 
death on a cross.  

 God’s design was not to present Jesus as a criminal but as a 
suffering servant. God’s design was that Jesus would die on the cross 
and be raised so that human death could be conquered.  

 What other deity sacrificed his son to save humanity?  This is 
why Jesus is a name above all names and why we recognize him as 
Lord of our lives.  

Lord, I thank you for sacrificing your life to save mine!  Give me 
the opportunity to share your salvation with others.  Amen. 

Terry West  



Friday, March 23              Psalm 116: 1-2, 12-19 

I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy. 
 Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. 
… I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. 
I will fulfill my vows to the Lord  in the presence of all his people. 
(vv. 1-2, 13-14) NIV 

 I am a middle school math teacher, and if I had a dollar for 
every time I told the kids, “No one is listening to me!” I’d have a 
beach house in Tahiti. Sometimes we feel like we are talking, but 
nobody is listening. But that is not the truth. The truth is that God is 
always listening, even when we aren’t talking to him.  

 God hears everything we think, feel, and say, and he has a plan 
that will eventually reveal itself to us as we move through life. We 
may think that we have orchestrated the events that happen in our 
life and that what happens to us and around us is a result of our 
actions, but those actions are driven by a God who is always listening 
and guiding us when we most need it. For this, I must remember to 
“fulfill my vows to the Lord” and to not be afraid to do this in the 
“presence of all his people.”  

 Working at a school, this can be difficult because there is a fine 
line as to what I can talk about when it comes to religion, politics, 
faith, and my beliefs. I do feel compelled to mention God because it 
is my vow to do so. I do it in the small moments. Moments when a 
student earns an A on a test and tells me, “I am so happy! I studied so 
hard. See, Ms. Klimek, I was listening to you!” I then reply, “Thank 
God. Miracles do happen every day!” and we both laugh and enjoy 
our accomplishments. It’s in these small moments that I am 
reminding others that God is present and that God is always listening. 
And for that I truly do thank God! 

Dear Father, thank you for always listening. Thank you for guiding 
me and helping me through each day. Please let me always 
remember that everything that happens in my life is because you 
have a plan for me and you love me. I promise to fulfill my vows to 
you and ask that you continue to help me find ways to do this in 
the presence of your people. In your name I pray. Amen. 

Jennifer Klimek 



Saturday, March 24                    Psalm 31:9-16 

But me? I trust you, Lord! I affirm that you are my God. (v. 14) CEV 

 This Psalm is a strong expression of trust in the Lord when 
powerful human forces threaten. 
  
 I have been afflicted by one of these “powerful forces” for many 
years. These forces have become stronger in the past two years. I 
prayed daily without fail for guidance and for the Lord to show me a 
way out of my  situation, and to release these demons from me. The 
darkness, self loathing and stress seemed to be getting worse. I 
continued to pray, and trust in the Lord. I felt alone, not knowing 
where to turn for earthly help. I was on a downward spiral in a dark 
hole. 

 Then one day about a month ago, the Lord spoke to me. The 
message was clear: “¥ou need to rid yourself of this self-imposed 
demon now. I will be your strength, trust in me.” So I did. It was a 
slow, and not so pleasant process. Fighting the good fight is not easy, 
but with trust in God it is possible! The demons are gone. As we sing 
in church: “my chains are broken, I've been set free.” All praise and 
glory and honor to the Lord for giving me the strength, and walking 
with me through my healing journey. Hallelujah!! And I have my self -
respect back!  

 I'm forever grateful, too, for the support of friends, self-help 
books, and professional guidance. I will continue to rely on these 
resources as my journey continues. 

Dear Lord and Savior, I thank  and praise you for instilling in me 
trust and strength, and for guiding me through the elimination of 
my demons. Open my eyes that I might see and help to heal, 
support, and comfort those who struggle with demons in their 
lives. Amen! 

Clare Levin  



Sunday, March 25   PALM/PASSION    Mark 14:1—15:47 

Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another, “Why 
this waste of perfume? It could have been sold for more than a 
year’s wages and the money given to the poor.” They rebuked her 
harshly.“Leave her alone,” said Jesus. Why are you bothering her? 
She has done a beautiful thing to me.  The poor you will always have 
with you, and you can help them any time you want.”  (vv.4-7a) NIV 

 Ah, but do I want to help the poor?  It’s almost impossible to go 
any place in Las Vegas or any other city for that matter without 
coming across someone holding a sign professing to be homeless, 
hungry and without a job. Sadly, I’m particularly drawn to those who 
have a dog in tow.  How do I decide who is legitimate, who really is 
homeless and needs help?  Or does it really matter?  I don’t want to 
feel “scammed,” no one does. But, I think even the people who don’t 
really need the help have a pretty sad life to feel okay to use others 
that way.   

 So, what can I do?  I try to turn it over to God. They’re not 
really my resources in the first place.  God has blessed me mightily, 
so I can afford to give a few dollars here and there.  I’ll leave it up to 
God on what a person’s needs really are.  I think the most important 
thing is to SEE those people, to remember the poor and to help in any 
way God leads me. 

Heavenly Father, keep my heart and mind open to help those in 
need.  Help me remember that all I have comes from you to help 
do your work in this world.  Amen. 

Barbara Butler 



Monday, March 26           Ephesians 1:3-14 
For he chose us in Jesus before the creation of the world to be holy 
and blameless in his sight.  In Jesus we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace that he lavished on us. (vv. 4, 7-8) NIV 

 In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul is giving reassurance that 
their sins have been forgiven through God’s grace in the sacrifice of 
his Son.  Forgiveness is such a beautiful gift.  It is also something that 
we struggle with receiving and Sgiving. 

 In my everyday life, when I perceive an action of another as a 
slight or an affront to me, my first reaction is to be offended or 
angry. Depending on the severity of the perceived insult, forgiveness 
sometimes seems almost impossible. My initial reaction may be to 
retaliate in some way to bring me satisfaction. That seldom works 
out well. I have learned that forgiveness is the better option. 

 When I receive forgiveness, it is equally challenging for me to 
forgive myself.  I am very often my own worst critic. 

 The wonderful blessing of God’s grace and forgiveness frees us 
from sin.  But with this freedom comes responsibility.  God has freed 
us from sin to embrace the call of discipleship.  Accepting the call to 
be God’s disciple can be intimidating.  How do we begin?   

 Discipleship can take many forms. One way to begin our 
discipleship may be to display God’s grace in our lives to others.  
God’s grace is boundless. No matter what our sins may be, God 
forgives us. Imagine what our lives would be like if we could show 
that same boundless forgiveness to others. 

I cannot find it in myself to provide unrelenting forgiveness on my 
own.  Knowing that God walks with me and hears my prayers, maybe 
I will be able to find the strength to forgive, no matter what the 
situation.   

 I know that when I focus on what God is doing in my life, I 
become a better person and a better Christian. 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the blessed gift of grace.  Please 
open our hearts to the opportunities that you provide to become 
your active disciples and to be the hands for your work.   Amen. 
Mark Myers 



Tuesday, March 27                         Psalm 22  
The Practice of Lament as Honest Faithfulness 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart 
is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my mouth is dried up like a 
potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of 
death.  (vv. 14-15) NRSV 

The Psalms are unique to Scripture in that they include a variety 
of writings, with a variety of styles. Some of the Psalms are written for 
praise and thanksgiving. Some Psalms are written in anger.  Others are 
written to express deep thoughts of the heart.  Others still are written 
to wonder about the nature of God. And still others, strive to articulate 
the heart of the community. However, I think there is one kind of Psalm 
that serves to show us a faithful way to truly go about being human in a 
world that can at times offer pain and despair beyond imagination.  
Lament. Lament is another word for grief. It is a word that 
encompasses all that goes with the experience of loss, pain, and 
powerlessness.  In short, lament speaks directly about, and directly to, 
the “monster” of death.   

A majority of our Scriptures are written in the context of captivity 
or oppression. Many of the people, from Old Testament to the New 
Testament, lived in a world where they were persecuted, mistreated, 
enslaved, or even killed for their faith.  In those painful moments, our 
spiritual ancestors thought it was so important to be able to fully 
express your pain and anger, your deepest heart, that a third of Psalms 
is centered around lament.  Then it was so important, that we have a 
whole other entire book of Lamentations. Part of our faith is being able 
to express our deepest pain and our deepest truths to God. When a 
mother or father loses a child, I believe there is a very real experience 
with wrestling with the very nature of God.  And in the honesty of the 
moment, there is a righteous anger.  God does not expect us to journey 
with those emotions and feelings alone.  God does not expect us to hide 
these things from God, as if we could. I believe that in faith, God 
expects us to bring all that we are to God’s house, to be honest in our 
lament.  The road out of something is usually the road in.  God wants to 
join us fully, and us to live in fullness.   

Holy God, because of Jesus Christ we know that you have chosen to 
meet us in all places in life, including the darkest times.  May we 
place our pain and grief in your hands to be used by you for the sake 
of others.  Amen. 

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 



Wednesday, March 28            Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

The Cycle of Sin 
Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we 
accounted him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him 
was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are 
healed. (vv. 4-5) NSRV 

 I once heard a perspective on the Passion of Christ, and it added a 
whole new layer to seeing what God was doing through Jesus in that 
time.  Jesus, being an innocent victim, did not choose to play the 
victim role, nor did he choose to make victims of others.  Jesus did not 
stand before the Jewish Sanhedrin or Pilate and defend his innocence.  
He also, possessing the power of God, did not call upon that power to 
save himself, or to punish those that were executing him.  In Jesus the 
cycle of sin dies.  In the obedience to God’s will Jesus both takes on the 
fullness of our sin, but also refuses to let that rationalize acting in a 
way that perpetuates sin.   

 In honesty, one of the things that is scandalizing in the Passion 
story, is how far-off Jesus’ actions are compared to how we’ve been 
taught to think of fairness. There is nothing fair in the betrayal of 
Jesus, the rigged trial, the examination of a Roman supervisor, the 
beating, the hanging, and the death of Jesus.  There is no glorious story 
of violent retribution.  There is no eye for an eye.  There is no regaining 
power through the punishment and comparable stripping of life.  There 
is only death and grace; neither of which are fair.   

 I grew up hearing that life wasn’t fair. I just never considered that 
also meant grace wasn’t fair. Because if grace was fair, if it were 
deserved, it wouldn’t be grace. So there is something that we learn in 
the death and behavior of Christ in the death. Grace is not the 
destroyer of sin and death because of power. Grace is the destroyer of 
both monsters, because it deftly chooses not to become the very sin it 
destroys.  It chooses the love of God over fairness.  Grace saves the 
world because it chooses to save the very ones who killed Christ instead 
of choosing fairness.   

Almighty God, may the ways and cycles of sin end with us.  Through 
the forgiveness, grace and mercy given by our Savior, Jesus Christ, 
may we be freed from perpetuating the harm done to us.  Make us to 
look like Christ!  Amen.  

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 



Thursday, March 29        John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Becoming a Servant Means a Sacrifice of Power 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. (v. 1) NRSV               
   
 You’ve probably had a dream like this.  You walk into school or 
work, you are going about what you normally do, and then all of a 
sudden you realize you aren’t wearing any clothes.  You are there in 
the midst of everyone, stark naked and embarrassed. The worse 
dream is when you have this dream, and then you also can’t move.  
Stuck in that supreme moment of awkwardness is some of our worst 
nightmares.   

 That must have been what it was like to be a disciple of Jesus 
on the night before he is betrayed. Sitting in that room, watching 
Jesus begin to take off his outer clothes, taking off his tunic and his 
shirt.  Praying that he will stop at his undergarments, relieved when 
he does. You sit still there in the midst of not just an incredibly 
awkward moment, but one of great social consequence as nakedness 
is a huge social taboo.  You sit and wait to see what happens next.  It 
doesn’t get any better as your Master now gets down on his knees in 
front of you, an unheard of pose for those with authority. It gets 
unbearable as he begins to unfasten your sandals.  You pull the most 
unclean part of your body away from your Master only to have him 
reassure you it’s what he wants. He begins to wash your feet. He 
continues to show you what this is all about.  Becoming a servant. 

 The greatest position we could ever be in is that of a servant.  
But to get there we must have layers stripped away; our ideas of 
power and identity, our system of judging worth and value.  However, 
in Jesus Christ, we have a God who is willing to go there first, so that 
we might be met in the difficulty of what it means to serve the 
church.  

Loving God, you showed us your way of faith in Jesus Christ.  Help 
us, O God, to have the strength to serve one another.  Mold in us a 
heart that strives to serve you first in all things.  Amen. 

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 



Friday, March 30               John 18:1-19:42 

“I Am” 
Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and 
asked them, “Whom are you looking for?”  They answered, “Jesus of 
Nazareth.”  Jesus replied, “I am he.”  Judas, who betrayed him, was 
standing with them. When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped 
back and fell to the ground. (vv. 18:4-6) NRSV        

 The betrayal and arrest scene in John is one that takes on a 
heightened meaning when we understand some of the context in which 
John is putting forth.  The word used in John for the men who came with 
Judas and the Pharisees is “speira.” Speira is the Greek word for 
“cohort.”  A Roman cohort numbered up to 600 soldiers.  How would this 
scene read if we imagined a group of armored and armed guards 
numbering even just 100 accompanying Judas to arrest Jesus?  What kind 
of power is needed to knock 100 trained military soldiers to the ground?  
Yet Jesus does this with two little words.  “I Am.”  The English translation 
was not comfortable leaving this as “I Am,” so we’ve usually translated it 
to fit more of language pattern by adding the “he” at the end.  “I am he.”  
But something significant is lost when we read it in the English 
translations. When asked to identify himself, Jesus’ response are the 
same two words spoken to Moses in the burning bush, when Moses asks 
God to tell him God’s name.  God responds to Moses by telling him to go 
tell the Israelites that “I AM” commands them.  YAHWEH is the original 
Hebrew text for God’s name in this encounter with Moses.  But when we 
remember that the ancient Hebrew texts didn’t have vowels added, the 
actual word is YHWH. This name, pronounced out loud, while almost 
unintelligible, actually sounds like wind or breath.  So God stands before 
Moses and tells him that the very breath of life is who God is.  The reason 
you are… is I AM. 

  What blows my mind, and what also shows us why Peter’s response 
totally misses the mark, is that Jesus then allows everyone to get back 
up!  He then asks them again who they are looking for, and then allows 
himself to be arrested.  Jesus can’t even truly identify himself without 
putting everyone close to him on the ground, and yet, he still follows 
God’s will.  Jesus shows us the way.  Our way is to live into God’s ways. 

Gracious God, you are the source of all power.  In that power, you 
chose to go into death and sin to destroy its bonds over us.  Help us to 
remember all power we have been given comes from you and should 
work for your glory.  Help us to pay attention to your direction, that 
we may live in fullness with you.  Amen. 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 



Saturday, March 31   Easter Vigil        Romans 6:3-11  

Baptism into Death for the Sake of Resurrection 
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by 
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (vv. 3-4) NRSV 
  
 Why is death a part of God’s love story with Jesus and with us?  
Why does God choose death to be the place where Jesus’ full glory 
begins?  If you think about humans as a whole, death is one of the only 
things that defines us universally. We each face death; both in 
biological ways, and in spiritual ways.  What might be one of the most 
daunting parts of our baptism liturgy is when we are reminded that we 
are baptized into this death along with Christ.  We each are called to 
walk our own Via Dolorosa.  (Way of Pain/Suffering)   

 Christ calls us to become his disciples, to become a living witness 
to the Kingdom of God.  And the way of suffering is the path that Jesus 
has called us.  I want you to think of suffering less as an experience 
with pain and think of it more as an undertaking.  Part of the 
undertaking can certainly be painful.  However, the one truth about 
suffering/undertaking is that we can never go back to who we were 
before the undertaking.  We are changed in the journey.  I believe the 
first part of this baptism into Christ’s death, while we are still living, 
means to honestly wrestle with who we are, who we aren’t and all that 
comes between.  To learn what it means that God is God and we are 
not. I actually walk “the way” part of Christ’s way, truth and life. 
Christ’s way calls for us to sacrifice.  Christ’s way, calls for us to die to 
some things so we might live for God.  This way of suffering confronts 
all that gets in the way of God’s working in us, so that we might be 
made “little Christs” aka Christians.  When we experience the way that 
these deaths and sacrifices make us prepared for Christ-like life (i/e: 
compassion, wisdom, mercy, grace, etc.), we have experience with 
resurrection. Ultimately, the path is unavoidable. The way to 
Resurrection Life, the path to wisdom, obedience, patience, faith, and 
discipleship; the path to all “real” life comes when we face our own 
death, both in life and in our hearts. 

God of life, we give you thanks for the love you have shown us in the 
sacrifice and unity of Christ. May we deeply know how much you desire 
to be one with us, and may that make a difference in our lives.  Amen. 
Pastor Jeremy Nausin 



Sunday, March 27       Easter                  John:20-18  

Leaving Our Linens Behind 
The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first.    He bent down to look in and saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, 
following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there,  (vv. 4-6) NRSV       

 They had to go into the tomb.  Wouldn’t you?  Human curiosity alone 
may lead some to look into a newly sealed tomb if we passed by and saw the 
stone rolled away.  But for Mary, Peter and John, they had to see it for 
themselves.  I’ve always read this part of John’s Passion Narrative as the 
human desire to “see for ourselves.”  Certainly “come and see” has been a 
part of Jesus’ calling to follow, and seeing Jesus for ourselves is an 
important part of each person’s transformation in Christ. However, in the 
context of the Gospel of John, I think there is a much deeper reason why 
they had to go into the tomb.   

 Think about the scene.  What would it be like in there?  Dark, damp, 
smelly and there on the ledge lay the burial linens. Death and its residue are 
still present.  Yet for the disciples, this place, in all its sights and smells, is 
both completely foreign to their life experience and yet frighteningly their 
truth.  These clothes, these smells, this tomb is the eventuality of all who 
live.  Therefore, because this is still the truth for us, the Resurrection story 
of Jesus beckons us to walk into the tomb; our own tombs.  Touch the linens.  
Breathe in the stench.  Feel the coldness and uncaring hardness of the stone 
ledge.  Sit and be for a while.  It is here we realize Jesus has met us here in 
the tomb.   

 Precisely because God loved us so much, he commanded Jesus to meet 
us in the tomb.  He does this not so that we might know death cannot touch 
us, but that we might be free to live fully.  Easter is not just about what God 
has done for us, but it is also about what God is doing with us. Our lives 
become a journey with God, through all of the difficult, trying, stretching, 
joyful and heart breaking moments life can offer.  But when we’ve met God 
in the tomb, when we see the linens can’t hold us, we become living 
witnesses to what true life really looks like. We become Resurrection 
People!  May you experience and know the Love of God that gives us life and 
life in abundance.   

God our Redeemer and Creator, you call us into our tombs in life so that 
we might have real experiences with resurrection. Help us not to fear 
the difficult times of life, but know that you will use them in us to call us 
from the tomb and into living a life for you.  Amen.       

Pastor Jeremy Nausin 


